
Graduation and credit requirements

•	 24 high school credits are required for graduation. Most 
high school students take seven to eight courses each 
semester.  

•	 One half-credit is given for each full semester of  
a course successfully completed in Grades 9-12.  
Specific credit requirements include the following:

Curriculum and community
 
Our high school program offers a balanced approach, 
preparing students for university academically, socially 
and emotionally. We follow American standards of 
education. Except for our foreign language classes, 
instruction is delivered in English. We offer honors 
courses and Advanced Placement® courses. Our program 
for Grades 9-12 includes a 1:1 laptop policy. Our faculty is 
comprised of teachers from various countries with many 
coming from the USA and China. All faculty have a 
minimum of a bachelor’s degree and more than half have 
pursued post-baccalaureate studies.
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School calendar
 
One school year has approximately 180 days. Classes meet 
for an average of 225 minutes per week.

Co-curricular activities
 
In Athletics, we offers boys’ and girls’ competitive 
volleyball, basketball, ping pong and soccer. Students  
also have the opportunity to participate in Model United 
Nations (MUN), the National Honors Society (NHS), the 
LifePlus Fine Arts festival, choir, band, drama and service 
trips to various locations in Asia. Annual spring trips 
provide students with the opportunities for  
out-of-class learning.
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International School of Qingdao, formerly QMIS, established in 1996, is the oldest 
international school for early childhood through Grade 12 students in Qingdao, 
Shandong, China. English is the primary language of instruction. We are part of 
LifePlus, an organization with 40 years’ experience, running seven international 
schools across China and the UAE as well as an online academy. 
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School enrollment
 
Qingdao has a diverse student body representing 23 
countries and regions throughout the world.

Passport country

South Korea	 44%
USA	 25%
Canada	 4%
France	 2%
Other	 25%
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272

ECC	 26

Grade 1–5	 95

Grade 6–8	 82

Grade 9–12	 69

Total enrollment
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A LifePlus® International School

Accreditations
International School of Qingdao was accredited by Western  
Association of Schools & Colleges (WASC) from summer 2005 to 
summer 2021. In summer 2021, International School of Qingdao 
transferred to Cognia accreditation, along with the other LifePlus 
schools. Cognia is the parent organization for North Central  
Association Commission on Accreditation and School Improvement 
(NCA CASI), Northwest Accreditation Commission (NWAC), and 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Council on  
Accreditation and School Improvement (SACS CASI). In this season  
of transition, depending on the date of print, students may have 
documents with either accreditation seal. International School of 
Qingdao is also a member of the Association of China and Mongolia 
International Schools (ACAMIS), Qingdao International Schools Network 
(QISN) and the East Asia Regional Council of Schools (EARCOS).
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SAT® scores

AP® scores

Advanced Placement® courses

Grade 10 students may take a maximum of 2 AP courses. 
Grade 11 and 12 students may take a maximum of 3 AP 
courses.

Grading + GPA

For students graduating in 2024 and 2025, honors courses 
receive an additional .33, AP courses and dual enrollment 
receive an additional .66. The cumulative GPA reported 
on the transcript is only from courses completed at 
International School of Qingdao as well as our online 
partner schools. We do not report class rank due to the 
transient nature of the student body and the diversity of 
educational backgrounds.

AP® College-level courses on  
an annual or rotating basis

AP Biology

AP Calculus AB + BC

AP Chemistry

AP Chinese

AP English Language and 
Composition

AP Macroeconomics 

AP Microeconomics

AP Physics 1 

AP Physics C: Mechanics

AP Statistics

AP World History

AP® Courses through LifePlus 
Online Academy

AP Computer Science A

AP Computer Science Principles

AP Human Geography

AP Physics C: E & M

AP Psychology

AP Research

AP Seminar

Dual enrollment

International School of Qingdao offers dual enrollment 
college-level courses through Grand Canyon University, 
a Higher Learning Commission approved institution. 
Dual enrollment courses enable eligible students to 
simultaneously earn university and high school credit 
to enhance their academic journey. The courses are 
completed within a seven-week time frame and thus 
add additional academic rigor to a student’s profile.
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College and university acceptances

Our graduates from the last three years have been 
accepted at and enrolled in the following universities. 
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